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Unused London Documents 


Tell of Church Feuds in 
13 Original Colonies 


LONDON, Jan. 17—(Reuters) 
--A mass of untouched infor- 
ation about American colonial 
history before the War of Indc- 
pendence (1775-81) awaits clas- 
sification and = analysis at 
Lambeth Palace, the London 
vesidenee of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 

It ig hoped that some United 
States University or learned 


society will one day send over| Majesty's plantations.” But the in matters of relig 


dertake the work, 

In forty large cardboard 
boxeg there are 2,000 to 3,000 
letters and documents relating 
to the time when the Anglican 
Church in the original thirteen 
colonies Was without a Bishop 
of ils Own and wag under the 
jurisdiction of the Bishop of 
London. 

Here are almost’ unused 
sources for a completely new 
history of the Episcopal Church 
in America, They show what 
the early missionaries thought 
about social and political prob- 
lems at a time when, as a 
minority church, they faced 
much opposition from the Pres- 
jbyterian and Quaker dissenters. 
One missionary wrote to the 
‘Bishop of London in 1698 that 
ihe had gone to Philadelphia 
from Jamaica in the hope of 
finding “ye same wholesome 
Naws” as “in other of His 


themselves, imprisoning one an- 
other for religion.” He accused 
Quaker justices of being “vio- 
lent against all that are not 
Quakers, even to death.” 

Samuel Johnson, a well-lcnown 
American clergyman of the pe- 
riod, wrote in 1728 that he had 
been preaching at New Haven 
(Connecticut), ‘“‘where the col- 
lege is.” “I hope,” he added, 
“that in a few years there will 
be a large congregation there.” 

In 1765, Mr. Johnson, sum- 
ming up for the Bishop of 
London “the true state of re- 
ligion in America,” said that 
“the independents, or congrega- 
tionalists as they call them- 
selves here in New England, 
especially in Massachusetts and 
Connecticut, have established 
themselves by law, without any 
regard to the King’s supremacy 
ion,” 
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